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CORRECTED COP Y-CSECTION INPO I OP S VICE 1 OP 6) 

E.O. 12065: SOS 2-I<4-85 CAMSTUT2, J. 8RUCE) OR-M 

TAGS: PINS. AF t ASEC 

SU8J! DEATH 0? AMBASSADOR DUBS 

1. CC - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. HERE FOLLOWS OUR ACCOUNT OP THE KIDNAPPING AND DEATH OP 
AMBASSADOR DUBS. THISSHOULD BE READ IH CONJUNCTION *UH 
THE SITREPS. 

3. AT APPROXIMATELY 08^5, FEBRUARY m t THE EMBASSY HAS IN- 
FORMED BY THE AMBASSADOR'S CHAUFFEUR, GUL MOHAMMAD, THAT THE 
AMBASSADOR HAD BEEN KIONAPPEO BY ARMED PERSONS, ONE OF KHOM 

WAS HEARING A UNIFORM. WHEN THE AMBASSADOR'S CAR HAD APPROACHEO 
THE TRAFFIC INTERSECTION NEAR USICA t A MAN kHO APPEARED TO 
BE A UNIFORMED TRAFFIC POLICEMEN HALTED THE CAR. HE POINTED 
A PISTOL AT THE DRIVER AND ORDERED HIM TO OPEN THE CAR'S 
ELECTRIC DOOR LOCKS. FOUR ARMEO MEN THEN ENTERED THE AMBASSADOR'S 
VEHICLE AND ORDERED THE DRIVER TO DRIVE TO THE KABUL HOTEL. 
THEY ENTERED THE HOTEL KITH THE AMBASSADOR AS A PRISONER AFTER 
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: DRIVER TO RETURN TO THE". £M9/ySS% ANO INFORM THE 
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EMBASSY ABOUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 

'«. THE OCK IMMEDIATELY PHONED FOREIGN MINISTRY QF CHIEF OP 
PROTOCOL AND Trie RSO TELEPHONED POLICE COMMANDANT SATED OACUD 
TAROON FOR INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE, 8QTH MANOOZAI AND 
TAROON APPEARED SURPRISED, AND THIS APPEARED TO BE THE FIRST 
WORD THEY HAD ^ECEiyEQ OF THE INCIDENT. TAROON INSISTED THAT 
THE AMBASSADOR'S ORIVER REPEAT THE STORY TO HIM OVER THE 
TELEPHONE. CAT THIS TIME, IT HAS NOT YET CLEAR TO THE EMBASSY 
WHETHER THE AMBASSADOR HAD BEEN TAKEN BY AFGHAN OFFICIALS OR 
SOIGNE ELSE./ MANOOZAI CALLED BACK ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AND 
INFORMED OCM THAT HE HAD INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTER AMIN, THAT 
THIS *AS NOT THE WORK O p THE GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THEY WERE 
IN TOUCH WITH THE POLICE. 

5. E^ETiTS AT THE HOTEL: SOME EMBOFFS IMMEDIATELY WENT TO THE 
KABUL HOTEL- ARRJVTNG -AT APPROXIMATELY G^Ofc. • AT- TUP SAME Tl*E h 
THE' FIRST POLICE ARRIVED, PUSHING THROUGH THE PEOPLE IN THE 
LOBBY TOWARD A SMALL ROOM OFF THE HOTEL DESK. THE EMBOFFS HEARD 
LQUO SCUFFLING AND ANGRY NOISES Ifi THE ROOM. 

6. AT ABOUT 0915 POLITICAL COUNSELOR FLATIN ESTABLISHED CONTACT 
yjTH A PLAINCLOTHES POLICE OFFICER, WHO APPEARED TO BE IN CHARGE 
QP THE OPERATION. HE WAS A FORMER AIR FORCE OFFICER KNOW* BY 
AMERICANS TO BE ONE OF TAROON *S CLOSEST AIDES. HE DO NOT 

KNOW HIS NAME. 

7. AT ABOUT 0920, THE FIRST SOVIET POLICE ADVISOR, A TALL, 
BALDING MAN, WITH A BLACK OVERCOAT, ARRIVED ON THE SCENE AND 
IMMEDIATELY WENT INTO CONSULTATIONS WITH THE AFGHAN OFFICIALS. 

B. AT ABOUT 0930, AT THE REQUEST QP THE AMERICAN SIDE AT THE 
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HOTEL, THE^E WAS A SMALL CONFERENCE AMONG THE AMERICANS, THE 
AFGHAN POLICE, AND THE SOVIET AOYISOR. ALL THEN AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE INCIDENT WAS EXCHANGED AT THAT TIME. 
WE WERE TOLD THAT THE KIONAPPERS HAD REFUSED TO ANSWER THE 
ROOM TELEPHONE AND WERE BASING JO^RESPQNQ^TQ^Y ATTEMPTS^ JO 
COMMUNICATE '^17H THEn* THE* AMERICAN OFFICERS STRESSED THEIR ' 
CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF THE AM8ASSA00R, AND WERE ASSUREO BY 
THE AFGHAN AND SOVIET PARTICIPANTS THAT THEY SHAREO THIS CONCERN. 

MORE DIFFICULT 1% BE£l; DiR£QT*.X'W«tf «?tf£'$0Vf£?2 ADVISORS AND 
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ThER£FQR£ BEGAN TO NEGOTIATE DIRECTLY <S||TH THE SENIOR AFGHAN 
POLICE OFFICIALS AT THE SCENE. 

9. AT 0950, UNDER THE INSTRUCTIONS QF OCM AMSTUTZ, POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR FLATIN REPEATED THE STRONG CONCERN OF THE USG FOR 
THE SAFETY OF AMBASSADOR DUBS TO BOTH THE AFGHAN POLICE AND 
SOVIET ADVISORS CAT THIS TIKE ANOTHER TWO SOVIET PLAINCLGTHES- 
MEN hiAO ARRrv^O ON tup srrNF. CARRYING WITH THE" SEVERAL GREEN 
CANVASS BAGS) AND REQUESTED THAT NO PRECIPITOUS ACTION BE 
LAUNCHED. THEY UEZE TOLD THAT IN THE AMERICAN VIE* THIS WOULD 
Q^EATlt ENDANGER THE AMBASSADOR. THE AFRICANS REVESTED THAT 
THE AFGHANS WAIT FOR THE ADVICE WHICH THE EMBASSY HAO ALREADY 
REVESTED FROM WASHINGTON. THE AFGHANS ANO SOVIETS CLEARLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED AND UNDERSTOOD THIS US REQUEST AND INDICATED THAT 
THEY AGREED WITH THE WISDOM OF FOLLOWING A PATIENT COURSE OF 
ACTION, 9UT THEY OECLINEO TO MAKE ANY COMMITMENTS. .ABOUT THIS 
yrwic^ rue ^"dassy's .AMSUL**CE ,ANO MEDICAL SIA»°F AE£IYCC AT Toe * ' 
HOTEL AND WERE PERMITTED TO POSITION THEMSELVES" IN THE L088Y. 

JO. AT ABOUT 2015 SERGEI BAKHTURIN, THE SOVIET EMBASSY 

SECURITY OFFICER, ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. HE ASSURED THE AMERICANS 

C? A STRONG SOVIET INTEREST IN THE AMBASSADOR]^ SAFETY. AT 

THE SAME TInc» TARGGN'S AIDE ALSO ASSURED US THAT ALL 

POSSIBLE PRECAUTIONS WERE BEING TAKEN TO PRZ^EHT ANY 

HARM FROM COMING TO THE AMBASSADOR, AND HE PROMISED 

THAT HE WOULD PERSONALLY DEFEND THE AM8ASSA00R WITH HIS 
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OWN LIFE. IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT WE GAINED ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS ABOUT THE ENTRY INTO THE HOTEL. THE AFGHAN POLICE 
SAID THAT THE KIDNAPPERS HAO MOVED AMBASSADOR DUBS THROUGH 
A CROWOEO LOBBY ANO UP THE STAIRS TO THE SECOND FLOOR (SECOND 
TOP> TO ROOM 117. ONE QF THE THREE KIDNAPPERS HAO RETURNED 
TO THE L083Y TO ASK THE DESK FOR THE KEY TO THE ROOM. NOT 
RECOGNIZING HIM AS A HOTEL GUEST, THE HOTEL PEOPLE WERE 
SUSPICIOUS ANO SENT A HOTEL EMPLOYEE UP TO THE ROOM WITH 
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HIM. AT THE DOOR TO THE ROOM, HE ORDERED THE EMPLOYEE AT 
GUNPOINT TO UNLOCK THE DOOR. THE OTHER KIDNAPPERS ENTERED 
Ins ftCQM WITH THE AM3ASSAQQR AND THE THIRD RETURNED DOWN- 
STAIRS WITH THE EMPLOYEE AND AT GUNPOINT GROERED THE HOTEL 
QESK PERSONNEL NOT TO ALLOW ANYONE TO GO UPSTAIRS OR TO 
ENTER THE HOTEL. IT IS NOT CLEAR TO US HOfc HE SUBSEQUENTLY 
WAS OVERCOME. PROM THE NATURE QP THE 0900 POLICE RUSH ON 
THE OPPICE NEAR THE DESK WHERE THE TERRORIST PRESUMABLY WAS, 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE WAS DISARMED AND SUBDUED AT THAT TIME. 

12. AT 2215 A MINISTRY OP INTERIOR OFFICIAL ASKED RSO BOLES 
IF WE HAD A SECURITY PLAN FOR THIS TYPE OF SITUATION. BOLES 
REPLIED THAT TO THIS POINT WE HAD LEFT THE SITUATION IN CHARGE 
OF THE AFGHAN POLICE AND THE SOVIET ADVISORS, 8UT THAT WE 
FELT THAT TAKING PRECIPITOUS ACTION WOULG GREATLY ENDANGER 
THE AMBASSADOR'S LIFE. BOLES THEN OUTLINED THE AMERICAN 
STRATEGY OF WAITING IN SUCH CASES. BOLES THEN TOLD THE 
POLICE THAT WE HAD CUR MEDICAL STAFF READY FOR ALL EMER- 
GENCIES AND WERE ?xE?f&ZV TO MOVE THE AMBASSADOR TO THE 
DISPENSARY, IF NECESSARY. BOLES WAS THEN ASSURED THAT THE 
POLICE WOULD PROVIDE AN ESCORT. 
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12. AT ABOUT 121-5 AiM. MR. JAMES S°. TAYLOR, POLITICAL' OFFICER, 
AND EMBASSY EMPLOYER ^LR TAU8£S;< AS#I*£a*A7*:n*E MINISTRY 



••CONFtOEMm •" 



• •• •• 



OF INTERIOR. THcY ASKED to. S£E POLICE COMMANDANT saved 
DAQUO TARQON ANO WERE ASKED TO WAIT IN TARQON* S OUTER OFFICE 
BY HIS SECRETARY, FOR A FEVi MINUTES. Ef^LlER IN THE MORNING* 
TARQON HAS MET ADMIN OFFICER BEMIE WQERTZ ANO A LOCAL ANO 
HAO SAIO THAT AN AMERICAN OFFICER WAS WELCOME TO SIT IN 
TARQON *S OFFICE AND ACT AS A CONTACT POINT FOR THE USG. 
WHAT WQERTZ ANO HIS LOCAL PICKED UP 8Y HAY OF INFO HAS 
TRANSMITTED BY SITRE? NO, 5, 

13, at 1120* apqhAN POLICE ^ERE OBSERVED MOVING LADDERS 
AGAINST THE "ouTsfoV OF ~THE~HOT*eI IH SUCH A WAY THAT THE 
KIDNAPPERS COULD SEE THE ACTION. TROOPS WITH WHAT APPEARED 
TO BB COftVJiOC BADGES ALSO AI&IYBB AT THAT TIMS. BY THIS 
TIME. THE ENTIRE HOTEL ANO NEIGHSORING STREETS ANO BUILDINGS 
WERE PULED WITH POLICE AND OTHER SECURITY FORCES. AT U2S, 
RSO BOLES mTlPJEO THE EMBASSY THAT IT APPEARED THAT A 
"POLICE ACTION AGAINST ROOM 111 MAY BE PENDING IMMEDIATELY. 
AT THE EMBASSY* S REQUEST, AMERICAN OFFICERS AT THE HOTEL 
ONCE AGAIN ASKEO THE AFGHAN POLICE FOR PATIENCE, ADVISING 
THAT TIME IS USUALLY ON THE SIDE OF THE AUTHORITIES. THE 
AMERICANS THEN SAW SE^ERPL COMMANDOS ENTER THE HOTEL L0B8Y % 
COCK THEIR WEAPONS, AND RUSH UPSTAIRS. 

Ik. AT 2 2 28, THE EMBASSY TOLD AMERICAN OFFICERS AT THE 
HOTEL THAT OCM AMSTUTZ WAS TRYING TO GET IN TOUCH WITH 
POLICE COMMANDANT TARQON. THIS INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO 
THE AFGHAN POLICE AT THE HOTEL AND THEY WERE ASKED NOT TO 
DO ANYTHING DRASTIC UNTIL THESE NEGOTIATIONS TOOK PLACE. 

25. AT 1130 BAKHTURIN TOLD AMERICAN OFFICERS THAT THE MEN 
IN THE ROOM DEMANDED THE RETURN OF THE MAN WHOM THE POLICE 
CONFIDENT I AL 
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HAO CAUGHT IN THE LOBBY. HE SAIO THAT THIS REQUEST HAD 
BEEN CONVEYED TO HAFI2ULLAH AMIN. THE TERRORISTS SAID 
THAT PiPTEH THEIR COMRADE HAD BEEN RETURNED TO THEM* THEY 
WOULD BE WILLING TO TALK FURTHER WITH THE POLICE. AN 
AFGHAN HULlCE OFFICIAL TOLU US* IHAl SfcCUHJfY FORCES HAO 
Tfl» irrn rr\ aMa&ccftftnq Q'jBS out nrn »*nT gfcQW &HAT HIS CON- 
DITION WAsT^hFrEPORTEDLY CQNFIRMEiTlN ^ENGLISH ' THAT HE 
WAS ALL RIGHT. THEY ALSO REPORTED THAT A POLICEMAN ACROSS 

TUiP RTDPFT H&T\ . V XPUPn M7H TUQtUi&U A ^TftT\r\U .ANH UP ABOPAOFn .. n 

rb~S£ 4U/?'W^ mOUQHT 17 

WOULD BE AT LEA$T» AJt $01$ pErbR£ WJiTtQHfr Cw\& BE DONE. 
•• ••• • ••• • •* •• • » • ••• •• 
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16. ALSO - AROUND \Z 1*0, BAKHTURIN ASKED FLATIN WHAT LANGUAGES 
THE AM3ASSAO0R KN£k BESIDES ENGLISH* He WAS TOLO THE 
AMBASSADOR'S BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE WAS RUSSIAN, BAKHTURIN 010 
NOT APPEAR SATISFIED WITH THIS, AND ASKED WHAT OTHER LANG- 
UAGES HE KNEW. WHEN TOLO GERMAN, BAKHTURIN ASKED IF 

PLAT IN KNEW GERMAN, AND WAS TOLO YES. 

17. AT 2 mo, A POLICE SECURITY OFFICER ASKED FLATIN TO 
ACCOMPANY HIM UPSTAIRS. CN THE SECOND FLOOR, FLATIN MET 
A2I2I, APLAINCLCTKES POLICE OFFICIAL THAT HE HAD SY CHANCE 
ONCE MET IN BAOGHIS PROVINCE Iti 1977. CTHIS POLICE OFFI- 
CIAL, WHO SPEAKS PERFECT ENGLISH, HAD AT THAT TIME TOLO 
FLATIN THAT HE SERVED ONE AND A HALF YEARS AS A SPECIAL 
POLICE BODYGUARD FOR AMBASSADOR NERMANN WHEN HE WAS UNDER 
A PLO TERRORIST THREAT IN KA3UI IN THE 1950S. HE GAVE 
THE IMPRESSION OF BEING A. SECRET POL fCE OFPJCTAL AT THAT 
TIME.V A2I7.I, WHO ALSO SPOKE APPARENTLY PEH^EQT RUSSIAN 
WITH THE SOVIET ADVISORS, ASKED FLATIN IF HE COULD 00 A 
FAVOR FOR THE POLICE. HE ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD MIND 
TAiKTNG TQ TNP AMBASSADOR IN GERMAN SO THAT THE KIDNAPPERS 
WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND. (THE POLICE SEEMED TO THINK THAT 
THF KIDNAPPERS KPE* ENGLISH.) FLATIN ASKED WHETHER THIS 
WOULD ENDANGER THE AMBASSADOR IN ANY WAY, AND WAS ASSURED 
THAT THE POLICE HAO ALREAOY MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TERRORISTS. CTHEY WERE TALKING WITH THE TERRORIST NAMED 
*NAjIB" THROUGH THE KEYHOL.) 

NOTE BY OC/T; CORRECT SECTION INFQ TO FOLLOW. 
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18. THE POLICE ASKED PLAT IN TO ASK THE AMBASSADOR WHAT TYPE 
OF WEAPONS THE TERRORISTS HAD. SPEAKING THROUGH THE DOOR, 
FLATIN I0Zt%7I?IE0 HlfiSEL? Hi GERMAN AND AoKEO THE AMBASSADOR 
HOW HE WAS. THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT HE WAS ALL RIGHT. 
HIS VOICE SOUNDED STRAINED, BUT STRONG. FLATIN, UPON THE 
REPEATED REQUESTS OF THE POLICE, THEN ASKED THE AMBASSADOR 
WHAT TYPES OF WEAPONS HIS KIDNAPPERS HAD. THE AMBASSADOR 
BEGAN TO REPLY, 8UT AFTER SAYING THE WORD "REVOLVERS', 
HE WAS SILENCED BY THE PEOPLE IN THE ROOM, WHO BY THAT TIME HERE 
PROBABLY AWARE THAT A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ONE THEY UNDERSTOOD 
WAS BEING USED. THE POLICE REQUESTED THE CAPTORS TO PERMIT 
THE CONVERSATION TO CONTINUE, EXPLAINING THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
SHOULD 8E PERMITTED TO SPEf^K TO HIS OWN EMBASSY OFFICIALS. 
THE KIDNAPPERS RETORT WAS, "WE ARE IN CHARGE HERE AND IT 
ISN'T NECESSARY. 

i?£.r3: A ™! GASTON ASKED TO TELL THE AMBASSADOR THAT TEH 
MINUTES FROM THAT MOMENT HE WAS TO TRY TO GO TO THE BATHROOM 
OR DROP TO THE FLOOR. FLATIN REQUESTED AN IMMEDIATE CON- 
FERENCE ELSEWHERE WITH THE POLICE. FLATIN COMMENTED THAT 
SUCH AN INSTRUCTION TO THE AMBASSADOR OBVIOUSLY MEANT 
THAT THE POLICE WERE POISED TO STRIKE, AND, AS THE POLICE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DELAY.: : p UftTJN.6ytAIKE0:4«A« 6(* /tfSTjpTZ 8AS TRYING TO 
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DISCUSS THE SITUATION AT THE VERY MOMENT WITH POLICE 
CCMMANOANT TAROON, AM) REQUESTED THAT NOTHING BE DONE UNTIL 
THE AMERICAN EM8ASSY HAD HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS ONWARD 
TACTICS FURTHER WITH THE POLICE. MEANWHILE, AMSTUTZ TALKED 
AGAIN THICE WITH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER DOST f AND ATTEMPTED 
OESPERATEOLY TO REACH FOREIGN MINISTER AMIN 8Y PHONE C AND 
DrSPATCHEO WQERI TO TRY TO ENTER PALACE.) 

20. THE AFGHAN POLICE OFFICER, WHO AT THIS STAGE HAD APPA- 
RENCY TAKEN OVER CHARGE OF THE OPERATION, A YOUTHFUL AND 
TOUGH-LOOKIIiQ PLAINCLOTHES tWt, BECAME VERY UPSET OYER THIS 
REQUEST FOR A DELAY, ANO INSISTED THAT HE WAS UNDER ORDERS 
TO STRIKE It&EOIATELY. PLATIN THEN TALKED UITH BAKHTURIN 
WHO HAG IN THE MEANTIME COME UPSTAIRS, ANO STRESSED OUR 
STRONG AMERICA* INTEREST IH THE DELAY. 8ASCHTURIN SAID THAT 

DUTHE SENIOR SOVIET- POL I Ce'aO VISOR?-* THE SITUATION THEN 
BECAME TEMPORARILY CALM ON THE SECOND FLOOR. IT WAS AT 
THIS P QINT JHAJ^BAKHTURIN^REyEALEO^ THAT THE AFGHAN POLICE 
«ERE WORKING UNDER TIME DEADLINES WHICH HAD SEEN IMPOSED SY 
T^E KIDNAPPERS. THE ORIGINAL NOONTIME DEADLINE HAD ALREADY 
PASSED, AND THE POLICE NOW THOUGHT THEY HAD AN EXTENSION 
UNTIL 1300. 

22. ABOUT THIS TIME, FIREMEN WITH PICKS AND AXES ARRIVED 
ON THE SCENE ANO JOINED THE POLICE. THEN AT THIS TIME," 
A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE AMBASSADOR WAS OISPLAYEO TO ALL MEMBERS 
OF THE SECURITY STRIKE FORCES. ONE OF THE COMMANDOS THEN 
ASKED, -IS THAT THE TERRORIST?' HE WAS TOLD THAT IT WAS 
THE AM8ASSA00R WHOM HE WAS TO AVOID SHOOTING. 
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22. E^iEHTE AT TriE INTERIOR MINISTRY: AT 1^5, AT THE 
INTERIOR MINISTRY, MR. TAYLOR AGAIN ASKED THE SECRETARY TO 
REMIND COMMANDANT TAROON THAT HE WAS WAITING TO SEE HIM. 
mo w TAYLOR TOLQ T U E $ p C°- FT APv A Dm rr? rADTATN that jf 
WAS WORTANrfHArTHE^uTs/ EMBASSY^REPRESENTATIVE SEE 
TAROON IN ORDER TO KNOW WHAT THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT WAS 
INTENDING TO DO. THE SECRETARY CAME FROM TAROON 1 S OFFICE 
AND MR. TAYLOR WAS TOLD TO CONTINUE WAITING. 

22. FOR SOME REASON THE STRIKE PLANS WERE APPARENTLY AGAIN 
RELAXED ANO THE ^^CjW.^F^CEffS J^RriABl-E'^^GAIN CONSULT 

" : '"cMttKf jKl v : v "' '"" 
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THE EMBASSY. AT AN EARLIER STAGE IN THE MORNING'S OPERATION 
THE AMERICANS HAD RECOMMENDED THAT THE POLICE BRING THE THIRD 
TERRORIST, AS DEMANDED, TO HIS COLLEAGUES IN ORDER TO ELICIT 
POTHER DEMANDS FROM 7XZX. THE POLICE DECIDED TO BRING 
THE THIRD MAN UP TO THE ROOM BUT THIS GESTURE WAS NOT 
SUFFICIENT; THE TERRORISTS WANTED THE RETURN OF HIS 



23. AT 1207 THE AFGHAN POLICE REQUESTED THAT THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND STRETCHER BE BROUGHT UPSTAIRS AND 
PLACED IN READINESS NEAR THE CORRIDOR OF ROOM 117. 

2^. IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER THE THIRO TERRORIST WAS BROUGHT 
UP THE STAIRS HOODED. IT WAS CLEAR TO EMBQFFS THAT A 
STRI|CE^WAS f BEING. PREP^O^Tj^^ 

AGAIN wtCr» lir%GEi*rLT' RcvUco i c«-» irwi Er»oG«"ro "occn ^uwiricw 
DELAYS. THE EM80FFS REPEATED THEIR EARLIER ADVICE 
TO THE EH3ASSY THAT NOTHING CGULD EVIDENTLY 8E DONE HITH 
THE POLICE OFFICIALS AT THE SCENE, __AS THEY WERE REPEATEDLY 
ARGUING THAT THEY xzhE ALREADY UNDtR ORDERS FROM Hi&H 
OFFICIALS ELSEWHERE. AT ONE TIME THE AMERICANS WERE TOLD 
THE wERE UNDER ORDERS OF FmE "PRIME MINISTER' HIMSELF. 
THIS WAS IN RESPONSE TO THE EMBASSY OFFICER'S STATEMENT 
THAT MR. AMSTUT2 WAS STILL TRYING TO REACH MR. TAROON. 
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25. AT THIS STAGE, THE SOVIET EMBASSY SECURITY OFFICER 

AND THREE SOVIET POLICE ADVISORS mERE ALL PRESENT, BUT HANGING 
BACK, TRYING TO LOOK ONLY LIKE "ADVISORS', AND ALLOWING 
THE AFGHAN POLICE TO 8E IN CHARGE. FLATIN TALKED TO THE 
MAN WHO APPEARED TO BE A SENIOR SOVIET ADVISOR AND ASKED 
WHETHER HE SPOKE ENGLISH. HE DID NOT, BUT HE DID SPEAK 
A LITTLE GERMAN. FLATIN TRIED TO SEZURE HIS UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE URGENT NEED FOR A OELAY. HE REPLIED THIS WAS AN 
AFGHAN POLICE MATTER. 

26. AT ABOUT 1215 P.M. MR. TAYLOR CALLED THE EMBASSY TO 
INFORM THAT HE STILL HAh NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO StE TAROON 
RESPITE SEVERAL REMINDERS TO TAROON THAT HE WAS WAITING 
AND THAT -IT WAS EXTERMELY IMPORTANT TO THE USG TO KNOW . 
WHAT THE AFGHAN" GOVERNMENT WAS' INTENDING TO 000. 



27. SACK AT THE HQ7VLVI AT tZU^QOUJSNAL "SECORIT^ FORCES 
. • «• © •• • • ••• --- 
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RUSHED UPSTAIRS AND TOOK READY POSITIONS NEAR ROW Ii7. 

28, AT APPROXIMATELY 2230 A MILITARY OFFICER IN THE LOBBY 
«HG SEEMED TO SE IN CHARGE 0? THE OPERATION GAVE INSTRUC- 
TIONS TO TAROON'S ASSISTANT feHO RETURNED UPSTAIRS. AT 
1235 TAROON'S AIDE CAME OOfcNSTAIRS AGAIN AND WENT INTO THE 
rcc-. *:th THE QFFICEK-IN-CHARGE UKQ ZEE&EO TC 8E TALKING 
ON THE RADIO. 
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29. AT 2230 P.M. STILL NOT HAVING BEEN ALLOWED TO SEE 
TAROON, MR. TAYLOR AGAIN CALLEO THE OCM TO ASK IP HE SHOULD 
REMAIN IN TAROON'S WAITING ROOM. THE DCM AOVISEO MR. 
TAYLOR TO WAIT AT THE MINISTRY FOR 30 MORE MINUTES BUT 
THAT MR. TAYLOR WAS TO INSIST THAT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 

BE PASSED TO TARQON: "ABOVE ALL ELSE, THE USG DID NOT 
WANT ANY ACTION TAKEN 8Y THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT WHICH WOULD 
ENDANGER THE WELFARE OF AMBASSADOR DUBS. THAT MESSAGE 
WAS GIVEN TO TARQON' S SECRETARY, WHO CLAIMED THAT HE HAD 
PASSED IT TO TARQON. 

30. E\'EHTS AGAIN AT THE HOTEL: AT THE HOTEL, AT 2 237, 
TARQQN'S AIDS WENT OUTSIDE THE HOTEL BUT RETURNED ONE 
HIMTE LATER. THE OFFICER- I N-CHARGE RETURNED TO THE 
SICE ROOM ^HERE THERE WAS A RADIO, AFTER WHICH TWO PLAIN- 
CLOTHES GUNMEN WENT UPSTAIRS. 

31. AT ABOUT 22<*5 P.M. MR. TAYLOR CALLEO THE EMBASSY FROM 
THE INTERIOR niHlSTRY, AGAIN SAYING THAT, IH SPITE OF RE- 
PEATED REVESTS* HE HAD STILL NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO SEE 
TARQON, AND WAS ADVISED BY THE OCM THAT THE FOREGOING 

htSSAGE SHOULD BE STRESSED AGAIN AND THAT THE EMBASSY HAD 

rnNrrncNTra! . 
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INFQFtHATION THAT THE AFGHAN AUTHORITIES HERE CONTEMPLATING 
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THE U.S. POSITION TO TAROON'S SECRETARY ANO STRESSED THAT THAT 
POLICY HAD SEEN SPECIFICALLY 8Y SECRETARY VANCE. MR, TAYLOR 
ALSO EMPHASI2E0 THAT IMPORTATION AVAILAYLE TO THE EMBASSY 
INDICATED THAT SOME KINO OP FQRCE?UL ACTION WAS IMMINENT 
ANO THAT ABSOLUTELY NOTHING SHOULD BE DONE THAT WOULD Ek- 
OANGcR .IHEJiBLPARE OP THE AMBASSADOR. THE SECRETARY ENTERED 
T ARGON'S OFFICE AriO UPON EMERGING AT 1250 SAID THE MESSAGE 
HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THE POLICE COMMANDANT. THE SECRETARY 
ADDED THAT -NOT ALL INFORMATION SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE, 
EVERYTHING IS UNDER CONTROL, AND TARQO.N IS BUSY WITH THE 
OPERATION AT THE HOTEL." HE CLAIMED THAT "ALL IS DESIGNED" 
TO "SECURE THE LIFE OF THE AMBASSADOR ANO THE TERRORISTS. • 

32. AT ABOUT 22*t5 IT HAS CLEAR TO EMBOPPS IH THE COORI- 
OQR"OpTSIOE ROOM J27 THAT THE POLICE HAD RECEIVED THEIR 
ORut'KS. fun KULiCfc u*>I*CIAi.$. AtiO Or«tw anMt'u ft&N JOINED ^ 
THE CROWD OUTSIDE THE ROOM. ONE SPECIALLY ARMED AND 
ARMORED POLICEMAN LAY PRONE ON THE PLOOR BEFORE THE DOOR, 
POINTING HIS WEAPON AT THE DOOR, WHILE OTHERS STOOD BEHIND 
HIM AND TO HIS SIDE ALSO POINTING THEIR WEAPONS AT THE 
DOOR. THE SOVIET ADVISORS THEN STEPPED PORWARD INTO 
OPERATION ROLES. ONE SOVIET ADVISOR HELPED TO ARM AN AFGHAN 
POLICEMAN WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE SPECIAL WEAPONRY. TWO 
OTHER SOVIET POLICE ADVISORS ANO 8AKHTURIN WENT OUT TO THE 
BALCONY. THE TALL, SENIOR SMIET ADVISOR THEN MADE HAND 
SIGNALS PROM THE 8ALC0NY, PRESUMABLY POSITIONING THE SNIPERS 
ACROSS THE STREET. 

33. BEFORE 1250, THE POLICE HAD ALL NON-PARTICIPANTS TAKE *' 
POSITIONS OP SAFETY. AT EXACTLY 1250 VERY HEAVY GUNFIRE 
BROKE OUT Ili THE CORRIDOR, IN THE ROOM, ANO FROM ACROSS THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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STREET. BOTH SINGLE-SHOT AND AUTOMATIC WEAPONS WERE 
HEARD CSEYERAL AMERICAN OFFICERS WERE NEAR BY). THE MAIN 
BURSTS OF FIRING CONTINUED FOR APPROXIMATELY <<0 SECONDS. 
THE POLICE SHIPERS ACROSS TiiE STREET CONTINUED TO FIRE 
liNTIL TVO -SOVIET Anv tsars cavf XANn grgNA? S Trt c*»T IT 
OFF. FOLLOWING THAT, THERE WERE AT LEAST' THREE MORE 
BURSTS FROM INSIOE THE ROOM, AtlO THEN SILENCE. 

3*r. THE POLICE THEN* ASKED THE AMERICANS* TO COME IMME-'' 
DIETELY WITH THE STRETCHER. THE ENTRYWAY INTO THE HOTEL 
ROOM WAS A SEVEN.F3QT UQNG.HAU .WHOSE ^IR.WAS.PRIEO WITH ' 
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DENSE CORDITE SMOKE. WHEN THE AMERICAN PARTY ENTERED 
THE ROOM, THEY FOUNO THE AM9ASSA0QR SEATED TO THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF THE ENTRYWAY NEXT TO A WARDRQ8E. HIS HEAD WAS 
SLUMPED TO TtiE RIGHT SIDE AND HE HAD SUSTAINED SEVERAL 
BULLET WOUNDS, ONE OF WHICH APPEARED TO BE A SINGLE SMALL 
CALIBRE SHOT ABOVE THE RIGHT EYE. A HEAVY CALIBRE^RQUNO 
HAD STRUCK HIn IN TnE HEART AREA. A THIRD ROUND HAD HIT 
HIM IN THE LEFT WRIST. THE AMERICAN PARTY PLACED THE 
AMBASSADOR ON THE STRETCHER. THE EMBASSY DOCTOR'S INITIAL 
DIAGNOSIS IN THE ROOM WAS THAT THE AMBASSADOR WAS DEAD. 

35. AT 2 253 THE PARTY RUSHED THE AMBASSADOR DOWN TO A 
WAITING AMERICAN AMBULANCE WHICH TOOK THE AMBASSADOR'S 
BODY TO THE AMERICAN DISPENSARY. MR. FLATIN REMAINED 
8EHIN0 AS THE TWO TERRORISTS WERE REMQVEO. THE FIRSf_ t jy 
TERRORISt WAo ORAGSeu Qui INTO ihc jiALlwAY THROUGH CASCADES 
OF WATER CTHE RADIATOR. PIPES IN THE ROOM HAD 8EEN SHOT 
OUT). THE POLICE SLAPPED HIS HEAD AROUND WITH A GUN BUTT, 
BUT HE APPEARED AS PROBABLY DEAD. THE SECOND MAN WAS 
STILL, AND P0SSI8LE OEAO. THE THIRD TERRORIST, WHO 
HAD 8EEN HELD BACK IN THE FMMEOIATE AREA OF SHOOT TNG 
WAS THEN BADLY ROUGHED UP BY THE POLICE- A HOOD WAS 
PUT BACK ON HIS HEAD AND HE WAS DRAGGED DOWN TO THE 
LOBBY. BY ABOUT 2 258 ALL THREE TERRORISTS HAD BEEN RE- 
MOVED FROM THE HOTEL. THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN FIRST CAPTURED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WAS DE^IMTELY ALIVE AT THAT TIME AND ON HIS FEET. 
A SECONO TERRORIST WAS TAKEN FROM THE HOTEL EITHER UN- 
CONSCIOUS OR DEAD. THE THIRD TERRORIST WAS ON A STRETCHER 
VERY BLOODY AND APPARENTLY DEAD. 
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3s. police qppicers then came out op the room with the 
ambassador's sports coat and tie. platim asked pqr pos- 
session, the nearest police oppicial has prepares to 
permit this bui the tall soviet police aovjsoft came up and 
convinced him to rescind his permission, explaining the 
items were necessary pqr police examination. cthe 
ambassador's possessions here later returned to the embassy. 

37. events back at the interior ministry. at about i255 f 
mr, taylor phoned the embassy to report that the apqhan 
police were obviously on the "verge op some overt action, 
mr. taylor talked to mr. turco who said that whatever 

THE ORA HAS PLANNING HAD JUST HAPPENED. AT THAT POINT, 
WHILE MR. TAYLOR HAS ON THE PHONE WITH MR. TURCO A RUSSIAN 
CIVILIAN EMERGED PROM TARQQN'S OPPICE AND LEPT THE WAITING 
ROOM. THIS MAN HAD NOT ENTERED THROUGH THE WAITING ROOM 
WHILE TAYLOR WAS THERE SO HE MUST HAVE BEEN WITH TARQON 
DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD TAYLOR WAS AT THE MINISTRY. ABOUT 
THREE MINUTES LATER, ANOTHER OPPICIAL ENTERED THE WAITING 
ROOM AND SAID TO THE SECRETARY THAT HE HAD HEARD SHOOTING 
AND THE SECRETARY INPORMEO ALL QP THE POLICE STATIONS TO 

ocnn\.n irtc*r* nncng r \jt% mc ov»uru.c v inc onwv/uim. 
CQNPTD?NTIAL , . 
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38. AT ABOUT 13 # 05 «H$t#S *T^p3N -ANftjH*? eqD¥<}U/^D CAME OUT 

\: ..t(jcm^i§ef»fi«l '•' : v ~ : *•* 
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0? THE COMMANDANT'S OFFICE AND TAROON SAID THAT IT WAS ALL 
OVERT! *ANO THAT THE AMBASSADOR WAS INJURED AND IN THE 
HOSPITAL.' TAROON QUICKLY LEFT THE ROOM AND WENT DOWN TO 
i.Ti orm* c«ii vj^ inc ouicuiMa. nrt. m/cwH rtuoncu /vicjt nln 
DOWN THE STEP ANO ASKED FOR FIVE SECONDS QP HIS TIME TO 
EXPLAIN WHAT MR. TAYLOR -THOUGHT OP TAROON 1 S BEHAVIOR AND 
HIS HANDLING CP THE WHOLE AFFAIR. TAROON R c P f T - n -K* -A c 
•TOo'VuSY'" ANO OION'T HAVE' TIMB*"tq , TAuT WITH^ArT TAYLOR. 

33. TAROON WfTH HIS MACHINE GUN ORQVE QPP IN HIS MERCEDES. 
IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT TAROON REPUSEO TO HAVE ANY AMERICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE AWARE OP WHAT THE AFGHAN POLICE WERE PRE- 
PARING TO 00. HE ALSO DELIBERATELY DISREGARDED THE AMERICAN 
POSITION FOR DELAY WHICH WAS REPEATEDLY MADE KNOWN TO HIM A 

inc -jSmti xtCi 1.5. i Anc Av, i x.*jii tiit'riZxji CvnouL i INu lid^' ATtO *HAt 

AFTER THE INCIDENT HE DID NOT WANT TO HEAR ANY QUESTIONS ' ' 
OR STATEMENTS PROM THE AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE. IT WAS 
EQUALLY CLEAR THAT A CIVILIAN SOVIET ADVISOR WAS INTIMATELY 
INVOLVED nlTH THE AFGHAN POLICE PREPARATIONS 1U TAROON' S 
OFFICE. 

M>. BACK AT THE HOTEL, FLATIN SUBSEQUENTLY DISCUSSED THE 
INCIDENT WITH THE POLICE PLAINCLOTHESMAN IN CHARGE OF THE 
OPERATION, AND ASKED WHY THE ACTION HAD BEEN LAUNCHEO SO 
PRECIPITOUSLY. THE POLICE OFFICIAL SAID HE WAS UNDER HIGHER 
ORDERS AND CLAIMED THAT THE AFGHAN POLICE DID NOT START 
THE SHOOTING. JiE EXPLAINED THAT THE TERRORISTS HAD^TOLO^ 
THE POLICE THAT THE ULTIMATUM TIME HAD ELAPSED AND fHAT THEY 
DID NOT WANT TO WAIT ANY FURTHER. THE POLICE THEN PLEAOEO 
FOR A ^UhTHER DELAY, BUT UPON HEARING A SHOT WITHIN THE ROOM, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 KABUL 02 098 OS OF 05 mi7Q6Z 

QPEfiEO FIRE AND RUSHED THE ROOM IN AN ATTEMPT TO SAVE THE 
AMBASSADOR. WHEN TOLD THAT THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR WAS DEAD 
THE POLICE OFFICER EXPRESSED HIS SYMPATHY. 

m. SOME AMERICAN OFFICERS THEN WENT BACK TO ROOM 117. THEY 
LCTOKEO FOR SIGNS OF SHOOTING IN THz ROOM. NO' BULLET HOLES *E&E 
OBSERVED IN THE FQRRIDOR OOOR TO THE ROOM, WHICH LOOKED AS 
THOUGH IT HAD BEEN STRUCK NEAR ITS LOCK BY A HEAVY OBJECT. 
THE GLASS^OOOR ATUHrEND OF THE HALLWAY. LEADING DIRECTLY- INTO - 
THE ROOM WAS SHATTERED. THE WALL AGAINST WHICH THE AMBASSADOR'S 
BODY WAS FOUND. •$AO:Af l£f$J"FJ*ElEllli£rji®£$'frT AN ELEYA- 
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HON OP APPROXIMATELY FIVE PEET HIGHER AMD ON THE WAIL 
OPPOSITE THE KINOO* HERE A NUMBER OP BULLET HOLES ABOVE THE 
DOOR FRAME, PRESUMABLY PROM THE SNIPERS ACROSS THE STREET. 
NO BULLET HOLES *ERE OBSERVED IN THAT PART OP THE fcALL 
IMMEDIATELY BEHIND THE AMBASSADOR'S BODY'S LOCATION OR IN 
THE WARDROBE CA8INET NEXT TO THIS SPOT. THE POLICE THEN ASKED 
P **SASS V ^ PP ICERS T n ' EAY P BEPQRE TF p Y C nf,f D p INISHl TH pr R 
INSPECTION 6p~THE*ROOM. 

h2. ACCORDING TO DR. RQTZ, OUR RMQ, AMBASSADOR 0U8S 
QPPICTALLY DIES AT 1305 HOURS. HIS OUR REPORT ON THIS 
FOLLOWS SEPTEL. AMSTUTZ 
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